TOWN OF FAIRFAX
STAFF REPORT
September 4, 2013

TO: Mayor and Town Council

FROM: Garrett Toy, Town Manager

SUBJECT: Resolution Opposing the Sale and Purchase of Rat and Mouse Poisons Deemed an
Unreasonable Risk to Children, Pets and Wildlife

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a resolution opposing the sale and purchase of rat and mouse poisons deemed an
unreasonable risk to children, pets and wildlife.

DISCUSSION

Mayor Reed and Councilmember Bragman have requested that this item be placed on the
agenda for consideration. In addition, Supervisor Kinsey has also requested that towns adopt a
similar resolution regarding harmful rodenticides. The proposed resolution urges: 1)
businesses and residents to not sell the rate and mouse poisons that would be prohibited
under the US EPA’s Risk Mitigation Decisions for Ten Rodenticides and 2) residents to avoid
buying products containing the poisons and to use less toxic rodent control methods. It should
be noted that State law prevents towns from banning these rodenticides as well as other
pesticides.

While the attached resoiution is similar to ones adopted by other communities, the Council
could consider adding a provision that urges those businesses who continue to sell the
products to display educational signs informing customers of viable alternatives to these
rodenticides. In Fairfax, staff is aware of one store that carries the rodenticides in question.
Attached is an example of the educational materials that could be provided to customers.

FISCAL IMPACT
None

Attachments: Resolution
Educational materials

AGENDAITEM#26



RESOLUTION NO. 13-49

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF FAIRFAX, CALIFORNIA IN
OPPOSITION TO THE SALE AND PURCHASE OF RAT AND MOUSE POISONS
DEEMED AN UNREASONABLE RISK TO CHILDREN, PETS AND WILDLIFE

WHEREAS, In 1988 the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
issued its registration Eligibility Decisions (REDS) for rodenticides, and expressed
concemn about accidental human exposures to rodenticide as well as risks to wildlife; and

WHEREAS, In September 2004, the U.S. EPA released its Revised Comparative
Ecological Assessment for nine rodenticides, which found more than 300 documented
wildlife incidents of exposure of birds and non-target mammals, including endangered
species, to rodenticides, in particular those rodenticides that contain the ingredient
brodifacoum; and

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2012 UC Davis and the Integral Ecology Research Center
published a study, “Anticoagulant Rodenticides on our Public and Community Lands:
Spatial Distribution of Exposure and Poisoning of Rare Forest Carnivore” , revealing that
in Humbeoldt and Trinity Counties, thirteen of eighteen Pacific Fishers studied were
exposed to anticoagulant rodenticide; and

WHEREAS, Rodenticide poisonings have been documented in at least 25 wildlife
species in California including: San Joaquin Kit Foxes, Pacific Fishers, Golden Eagles,
Bobcats, Mountain Lions, Black Bears, Coyotes, Gray Foxes, Red Foxes, Cooper's
Hawks, Red-shouldered Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, Kestrels, Barn Owls, Great Horned
Owils, Long-eared Owls, Western Screech Owls, Spotted Owls, Swainson’s Hawks,
Raccoons, Skunks, Squirrels, Opossums, Turkey Vultures and Crows; and

WHEREAS, the secondary killing of raptors and other natural rodent predators caused
by rodenticides can actually increase rat populations; and

WHEREAS, the American Association of Poison Control Centers annually receives
between 12,000 and 15,000 reports of children under the age of six being exposed to
rodenticides; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, the U.S. EPA issued its Final Risk Mitigation Decision of Ten
Rodenticides and gave producers until June 2011 to research, develop and register new
products that would be safer for children, pets and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, several companies, including Reckitt Benckiser, Inc. (D-Con, Fleeject and
Mimas), Spectrum Group (Hot Shot) and Liphatech, Inc. {Generation, Maki and Rozol),
have recently advised the U.S. EPA that they do not intend to adopt the new safety
measures; and

WHEREAS, there are numerous ways to mitigate mouse and rate damage to agricultural
crops such as placing bowls of fresh water beside gardens; protecting the base of plant
stalks with plastic pipe or wire mesh; and using snap traps and havahart traps;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Fairfax
urges Fairfax businesses to stop the sale of all products containing the following ten
rodenticides: Brodifacoum, Bromadiolone, Bromethalin, Chlorophacinone,
Cholecalciferol, Difenacoum, Difethialone, Diphacinone, Warfarin and Zinc phosphide;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Fairfax urges
Fairfax residents to avoid buying products containing the above chemicals and to use
less toxic rodent control methods.

The foregoing Resolution was duly introduced and adopted at a regular meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Fairfax held in said Town on the 4th day of September
2013, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

JOHN REED, MAYOR
Aftest:

Michele Gardner, Town Clerk
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Electric Trap

Use exclusion and sanitation tactics to get rid of rodents in a safe and cost-effective way. The maost
effective long-term solution is to keep rodents outin the first place, Measures such as sealing entry
points prevent rodents from entering buildings and help you avoid a full-scale invasion.

Follow the tips in the sections below and you wili be one step closer to keeping your home permanently
free of rats and mice.

Need Gopher or Mole Controls?

Rats and mice are not only a nuisance but can aiso cause property damage and transmit diseases. You'l
know they've arrived if you see rodent droppings near a food source or shredded fabric or paper. 1f you
identify rodents, there are several steps to take 1o ensure permanent remaoval of these pests.

Removing rodents with traps or poisons will not keep redents out of your home in the future, To
permanently keep rats and mice out of your home or business, you will need to prevent access by sealing
ali possible entry points. It is equally important to efiminate rodent attractions such as food and waser by
keeping food in tightly sealed containers and repairing leaky pipes.

Common Sources of Food and Water Commaon Rodent Access Points

v Food i unsealed containers such as bags of » Holes near cabinets, closets or doors leading to
chips, rice, cereal, crackers, flour, and other outside or crawl spaces.

non-perishables. . .
» Holes around sink or appfiance pipes,

«  Pet food and water left out overnight or in a bag

rather thar in & Secure container Cracked foundations in the basement or

unscreened ventifation holes in the aitic,
n  Fruits or vegerables in open bowls left outside especially in older structures.

of refrigerator. ]
»  Holes around windows or doors.

= [eaky pipes or faucets throughout the flouse.

http://saferodentcontrol.org/site/alternatives-to-rodenticides/

Page 1 of 5

Share Your Story Search...

ON THIS PAGE:

Got Rats And Mice?

The Basics On Redent Control
Maintaining A Rodent-free Home
Treating Rodent Infestations
Achieving Success

Rodenticides

Addisienal Resources

Popular Recent Facebook
Rats Poisoning Your Day?

293 Views

Califorria to Restrict Certain
Rodenticides

179 Views

Rodenticides
120 Views

The Coalition

9 Views

& Rodent Control Strategies
S views

Zels: Got rats? New safe rodent
ey control website to the rescuel

52 Views

8/26/2013



Rodent Control Strategies | Safe Rodent Control

= Open trash and compost containers.

Once you have blocked the access points and removed sources of food and water, youll need to
eliminate the remaining rodents. The following sections offer an overview of different treatment options
and serve as useful guidance for keeping your home or business permanentiy free of rats and mice.

Three Guiding Principles;

Prevent! Identifyl Treat!

Seal entry points to prevent rodents from Look for signs of rats ~ Remove rodents by using snap
entering your home or business. Be sure to  and mice such as or electronic traps. Be cawtious
use 1/4" x 1/4" metal mesh to seal off rodent droppings with five traps as rodents might
existing entry points. For more tips on how  round food, kitchen urinate which increases the risk
te exclude rodents and what type of corners, inside of spreading disease. In
materials to use, visit University of Florida's  cabinets or under addition, some states prohibit
Non-Chemical Rodent Contral page. sinks. releasing rodents into the wild.

Remove rodent atiractions such as food or  Also, ook for nesting  Instail barn owl nesting boxes to

shelter by ensuring that food is securely material such as naturally controf rodents,
stared and that surroundings are clean, shredded paper or
fabric.

Outdoor Recommendations:

= Don't plant ivy — it provides sheiter and a food
source for rodents: snails and slugs. vy on walls
can form “rat ladders” 1o windows, attics and
other interior spaces.

Keep compost piles as far away from structures
as possible and grass cut 10 no more than two
inches tall.

Maintain at least a 2 foot space between
bushes, shrubs, fences, and buildings. Also,
remove iree limbs within 3 feet of a structure or
roof.

Avoid having a birdfeeder since it provides a
source of food for rodents.

Keep outdoor grills and cooking areas clean,

Keep firewood off the ground and as far away
from structures as possible to mitigate sheiter
opportunities,

Use city-issue plastic trash bins. If cracked or
missing a fid, contact the Department of
Sanitatior: for a replacement,

Indoor Recommendations:

Encase all food items such as breakfast cereals,
chips, and crackers in containers,

Ot for garbage bins and compost containers
with a top that seals tightly.

Rinse focd and beverage containers before
discarding or recycling.

Clean your garbage and recycling bins
frequently.

Do not leave pet food or water out avernight,

Maintain stove tops clean and free of food
SCraps.

De-clutter your home of papers, fabric, and any
similar materials that attract rodents for
nesting.

Repair leaky pipes.

Seal entry points around cabinets, interior wails,
attic, and craw! spaces with steel wool, caulk, or
1/4" x 1/4" metai mesh,

Maintain attic, crawl spaces, and cabinets near
sinks clean and free of moisture.

For more tips, visit Uiniversity of Florida's Non-Chemical Rodent Control page.

Promote Natural Predators

Natural predators such as snakes, hawks, and owls can help to control rodent papuiations by feeding on
rats and mice. Barn owls are efficient hunters and an family of barn owls can eat as many as 3000 mice
per year. To encourage barn owls to nest and stay in your area, consider installing a nesting box.
Strategicatly placing nesting boxes combined with the use of traps and other preventative measures will
g0 a long way to managing your rodent problams.

http://saferodentcontrol.org/site/alternatives-to-rodenticides/
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Far more information on installing and maintaining nesting boxes, visit the Hungry Owl Project or the
Barn Owl| Box Company. Please riote that the Hungry Owl Project strongly urges that NO rodent poisons
be used indoors or outdoors while encouraging owls to your property. Using rodent poisons could kill an
owl if it feeds on a poisoned rodent.

If you confirm that rats or mice are present In your home, you will need to use a combination of
preventative measures and treatrment options to get rid of them, The preventative measures include,
removing food, water, shelter, and access to your home. This section will focus on the treatment options
available and provide an overview of traps.

Summary of Rodent Control Recommendations

* AvoID. 3 DONOT USE
& Aty Rodenticide Baits -

% GlueTraps

Types of Traps

Benefits of Using Traps

Using traps instead of rodent poisons gives you clear confirmation of a captured rodent and allows you 0
better gauge the effectiveness of treatment. You are afso able to dispose of rodents imrnediately rather
than dealing with the foul odor of rotting carcasses from poisoned rodenss inside your walls or otherwise
out of reach. Most important, using traps allows you to avoid rodenticides, which pose a greater threat of
exposure to children, pets, and non-target wildlife, including natural predators.

Traps Description

Snap Trap This is the oldest type of trap and uses a spring-foaded bar to kill a rodent on contact.
Some maodern snap traps prevent risk to children and pets by enclosing the device in
a plastic box.

Electronic Trap  This baitery-powered trap delivers an electric shock that kilis rodents quickly. This is
a newer type of trap, and maodels are available for both rats and mice,

Live-Animal This is a catch and release system that avoids killing a rat or mouse, Some states
Trap prohibit releasing rodents inta the wild, The Center for Disease Control (CDC) warns
that captured rats or mice might urinate and increase risk of spreading disease.

Multiple-Catch  This is & catch and release system that allows for capture of multiple mice, See

Live Mouse warnings for the live animal trap above.
Trap
Gilue Trap Glue traps are not recommended because the adhesive plate that is used to capture

rodents can also trap birds, baby animals, lizards, and even pets. These traps aiso
cause undue suffering to rodents, The CDC warns that captured rats or mice might
urinate and increase the risk of spreading disease.

Enclosure boxes are plastic boxes that can fit a single snap trap,
sometimes more, in order to provide an additional layer of
protection for kids and pets. These boxes also hide the dead
rodent, making for easier disposal of rodent, and can be re-used.

When using traps, take the following safety steps:

a Always read and follow the fabel instructions on the rodent
control product.

= Be sure to place traps in focations where children and pets
cannot access them or place traps in safety enciosure boxes.

http://saferodenticontrol.org/site/alternatives-to-rodenticides/ 8/26/2013
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Cieaning up after trapping rodents
The Center for Disease Controf (CDC) recommends the following safety tips:
* Use gloves when disposing of dead redents, nests, or any nesting material.

» Spray the dead rodent or nesting material with a disinfectant sofution and atlow them to scak for
minutes before dispasing rodent or materials in a secure plastic bag.

= Spray and wipe up the area surrounding dead rodent or nesting material with a disinfectant.

= Place the plastic bag with rodent or nesting material into another piastic bag aleng with any wipes or
rags that were used o sanitize the surrounding area.

= Be sure to wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water.

Far tips on cleaning up rodent urine and droppings, see the COC’s Cleaning up after rodents page.

Review all your options before deciding on a treatment plan. If you decide to work with a pest controi
professional, be sure the company is Ecowise, GreenShield or GreenPro certified and familiar with
[ntegrated Pest Management technigues.

Preventing and treating rodent infestations reguires a combination of The Fundamentals

eliminating access points rats and mice might use to enter your home, )
removing food sources and shelter that attract rodents, and using traps to
get rid of existing rats and mice in or around your home,

Clean

LIsing 2 multi-tactic approach to manage rodents decreases the risk of
dealing with future infestations since a significant piece of the puzzie is
adapting preventative measures such as blocking access and eliminating
food and water sources that attract rats and mige.

Rodenticides consist of different types of poisons used to kill rodents. Rodenticide baits can be lethal for
any mammal or birg that ingests them and are not only poisonous for rodents. As a result, all baits pose
a high risk of poisoning for non-target animals that might eat the bait or consume a poisoned rat or
mouse.

For more information on different types of rodenticides, piease visit our Rodenticides page.
If you choose to use rodenticides, you should be ready to deal with these potential consequences:

= Rodents are likely to die in locations where they cannot be retrieved. The smell of a dead animal wiil
persist for several weeks to several months,

= I you or your neighbars have cats or dogs, they may die or become acutely il from eating poisened
rodents.

v Predatory birds like hawks, eagles and owis, and mammalian predators such as foxes and coyotes may
die from eating poisoned rodents or a rodenticide bait.

= Children are at risk of accidentai poisoning since they might mistake the rodenticide bait for candy or
food.

If after assessing the risks to children, pets, and wildlife of using rodenticides, you stiil determine that

rodenticides are necessary, take these precautionary steps to reduce risk:

= Always read and follow the label instructions on the pesticide product. The label is the law and you
could be Hable for any damage resuiting from not following the labei instructions.

= Use only US EPA approved products that are seld and used with tamper resistant bait stations to
protect children, pets, and witdlife. See US EPA’s list of rodenticide bait station products here.

= Indoors, only piace rodenticide bait stations in locations that are compietely inaccessible to childran
and pets—inside walls, znder heavy appliances, or in enclosed crawlspaces.

» Yo pretect wildlife, consumer-use rodenticide bait products must not contain the second-generation
anticoagulanis {brodifacoum, tromadiolone, difenacoum, and difethialone) as active ingredients (US
EPA].

* Once all signs of rodents are gone, remove bait stations promptly by placing in a secure plastic bag,

http://saferodentcontrol.org/site/alternatives-to-rodenticides/ 8/26/2013
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= University of California, Davis IPM Online: Pests of homes, structures, pecple and pets,

» University of Florida's IFAS Extension: Non-chemical rodent cantrol measures.

= Center for Disease Control and Prevention; Information on disease hazards posed by rodent

infestations.

= National Pesticide Infoermation Center: Provides objective, science-based information about pestitides

to enable pecple 1o make informed decisions about pesticides usage.

= US Environmental Protection Agency:
» Controlling rodents
» Rodenticide cancetlation
» Rodenticide comparison
» Safer Rodenticide Products

tke 3

Safe Rodent Control

& Copyright 2012, Safe Rodent Contral.

.ECURE

¥ SRC Tweets

Page 5 of 5

TAGS

#Feds Weigh Options for Eradicating Invasive
#Mice on the #Faration Islands
hup//t.co/naltADB9Tx via @RodentFree
#Conservation #wildlife

Find out more about how #rodenticides are
regulated- hitp:/1.co/IOREVD 7204 via
@RodentFree #pestcontrol #wildiife #rats
#mice

Keep Kids Safe & Pests Away: Educators Ready
to Weicome Students, but Not Pests
Attp//Lco/MYrMiehER) vis @PRWeb
#pestcontrol #IPM #rodents

Foliow me on Twitter

http://saferodentcontrol.org/site/alternatives-to-rodenticides/

siternatives  baits  Birds  children
conservation  DPR FSW  groups  history
invasive species  lsland conservation  kids
Mammals  Mouse organizations  pets
poisonings  Policy  ratpoison  Rats  risk
rodents  safety  seabirds  Sclutions  traps

ypes  Updates  USEPA  wildlife

8/26/2013



