TOWN OF FAIRFAX
STAFF REPORT
November 5, 2014

TO: Mayor and Town Council
FROM: Garrett Toy, Town Manager
SUBJECT: Authorize submission of an application to the World Health Organization’s Global Network

of Age-friendly Cities and Communities, and request PARC to form an ad hoc age-friendly
subcommittee to develop and implement an action plan

RECOMMENDATION

Authorize the Town Manager to submit an application to the World Health Organization (WHO) to
participate in the Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and Communities, and request PARC to form
an ad hoc age-friendly subcommittee to develop and implement an action plan.

DISCUSSION

As is detailed in the attached brochure from the WHO, the Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and
Communities is a program that offers opportunities to partner with other communities around how to
address our aging population in a positive and inclusive way. The program provides guidance and
training, as well as access to best practices, experts, and the latest developments.

Jody Timms, Fairfax Representative to the Marin Commission on Aging, has met with the Mayor and
Town Manager to discuss joining the Global Network of Age-friendly Cities of the World Health
Organization (WHO). Ms. Timms has generously offered to complete the application.

The application requires a letter from the Mayor and Town Council indicating their commitment to the
Network cycle of continual improvement. One of the first steps in the cycle is to form an age-friendly
task force, which staff is recommending be an ad hoc subcommittee of PARC, to develop and
implement an age-friendly plan.

FISCAL IMPACT

None

ATTACHMENTS

WHO Global Network of Age-friendly Cities program summary
Draft letter of commitment

AGENDAITEM # /£



DRAFT

World Health Organization

Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and Communities
Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Dear Committee Members:

Fairfax is a small town in Marin County in the San Francisco Bay Area, located north of the
Golden Gate Bridge. Data projections from the US Department of Finance indicate that in 2014
the number of persons in Marin County over the age of 60 is 26.7% of Marin’s total population.
This means that of the 7,500 Fairfax residents, approximately 2,000 residents are over the age
of 60. By 2030, that percentage is expected to increase to 33%.

To respond to the growing needs of our residents, the Fairfax Town Council voted unanimously
to commit to a better future for our aging community by taking the steps necessary to become a
member of the World Health Organization’s Global Network of Age Friendly Cities Plan. The
Council also approved the formation of an Age-Friendly Task Force to develop and implement
the plan.

The Town of Fairfax understands and commits to the Cycle of Continual Improvement as
outlined in the WHO Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities application. Specifically, the Town
commits to:

e Establishing mechanisms to involve older people in all étages of the Age-Friendly Cities
Process

¢ Developing a baseline assessment of the age-friendliness of Fairfax
e Developing a three-year Town-wide action plan based on the findings of our assessment
e ldentifying indicators to monitor progress against the plan

Continually improving Fairfax’s age-friendliness for its residents is a priority for our Town.

Sincerely,

David Weinsoff, Mayor
Town of Fairfax
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