
TOWN OF FAIRFAX 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
TO:                          Mayor, Members of the Town Council 
 
FROM: Michael Rock, Town Manager 
 Jim Moore, Director of Planning and Building Services 
 
DATE:                      December 2, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Review of the Draft Circulation Element; and Update on the 

Remaining General Plan Elements and Specific Plan  
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Town Council receive comments from the public on the Draft 
Circulation Element and that Council members be prepared in advance to discuss any 
of their individual suggested revisions and/or edits.  Please find the Draft Circulation 
Element attached to this report for your review. 
 
Please note: once review of the Draft Circulation Element by the Council is complete, no 
formal action is required until all remaining elements have been reviewed; at which point 
all eight elements will be “packaged” for Council adoption pending environmental 
review. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
General Plan Elements;  
 
Overall progress to date on each of the remaining six individual elements of Town’s 
General Plan being updated is as follows:   
 
• The Planning Commission is reviewing and editing of the Draft Safety Element; and 

the prime and sub-consultant have been directed by the Commission to prepare an 
additional chapter to the Safety Element regarding ongoing disaster “preparedness” 
including identifying evacuation routes - and signage to those routes.  

 
• The General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) is reviewing the work of an ad-hoc 

subcommittee that is drafting the Land Use Element.  
 
• The GPAC Sub-committee along with ad-hoc members from the Open Space 

Committee and a Planning Commissioner have been meeting regularly and making 
great progress on drafting the Open Space and Conservation Elements. 

 
• The prime consultant and staff are in the process of drafting the Housing Element 

and met with the Affordable Housing Subcommittee on Tuesday November 17, 2009 



to discuss strategies for accommodating the Towns affordable goals. 
 
• The prime and sub-consultants have completed the background study for the Noise 

Element, and will eventually begin drafting this element. 
 
Fair – Anselm Specific Plan;  
 
The Planning Director and prime consultant have formally submitted a letter to the Marin 
Community Foundation (MCF) requesting that the first part of the requested funding 
($75,000 of the total $300,000), to cover a pubic participatory design workshop, be in 
the form of a grant rather than a loan; per recommendations by MCF staff, and Board 
members. 
 
Please note: It is anticipated that the Specific Plan process (i.e., the design workshop or 
“charrette”, drafting of the Specific Plan and the EIR review) would be conducted 
towards the completion of the General Plan Update starting in the Spring of 2010; and 
that the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on the Fair-Anselm Specific Plan would be 
conducted concurrently with “Program Level” EIR review of the entire General Plan 
update. 
   
 


