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Flood Gates

The weather has been relatively mild so far this winter, but the potential for
flooding is still real. Business owners and tenants are encouraged to “flood proof”
their businesses. It is a relatively simple matter to construct flood gates in
preparation for high water. It can be as simple as a plywood sheet with some type
of gasket around the edges that you can secure to the building to seal the entrance.

Don’t forget to:
« Make sure the walkway below the panel is smooth so the gasket makes a seal.
« Make a panel for all entrances (front, back or side doors!)

« Seal all penetrations through the walls and floors below the anticipated flood
level. (vents, pipes)

« Mark in big letters which door the panel fits and which side 1s designed to face
which way.

» Make sure all hardware or tools needed to install the panels are readily
available. Hang them in a bag attached to the panel.

» Make sure everyone understands how to install them.
When flood gates need to be installed, it may not be during the best of conditions.
It may be in the middle of the night, it probably will be raining, and there may be

no power. Those that have panels already made should pull them out ahead of time
and refresh your memory on how they should be instalied.
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