
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 
7:00 p.m. 

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

Fairfax 
 

PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Elon Rosenfeld, Richard Pedemonte, Vicki  
Burns, Monty Stephens, Sisi Parry-Hansen.  Staff in attendance: Camille Esposito, 
FOCAS Coordinator; Anne Mannes; FOCAS staff; Maria Baird, Community Resources 
Coordinator, Michael Rock, Town Manager.  Others in attendance:  David Smadbeck, 
community-at-large representative; Shoshana Parry, Artists-in-Residence, Gert Hormes 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The minutes of the January 9th meeting 
were approved with the minor change of switching three goals per Commissioner to one 
goal per Commissioner.  Maria distributed a letter from the Emig Trust Fund regarding 
potential grant funding that is available to the Town.  The Town previously received 
$10,000 from this trust fund to support a bike path on Cascade near Deer Park school.  
One of the conditions of the grant requirements is that the recreational uses lead to Mt. 
Tamalpais.  Elon suggested contacting the Marin County Bicycle Coalition, as well as the 
Volunteer Board to suggest recommendations for projects that the Town can then apply 
for.  Grant deadline is April 15, 2012. 
 

1. New Business 
 

1. Brewfest- Maria distributed the completed application of the request 
from Richard Pedemonte, along with DPW & Police Department 
approval.  There are conditions provided by the Police Chief.  One 
condition of the Town is that the floors be covered with brown paper 
to protect the floor covering of the Pavilion, since the floors cannot be 
resurfaced anymore.  The town has publicized the Brewfest on their 
website.   Richard is expecting a great turnout, and there will be some 
new breweries featured.   
 
ACTION ITEM:  PARC voted to support the sponsorship of the 
Brewfest.  PARC will receive either a percentage of the proceeds, 
or a flat fee of $500 in exchange for sponsorship.  
 
 The Chamber of Commerce has provided the proof of insurance, as 
well as a $200 application fee, and a $200 security cleaning deposit. 
 
 



2. Tennis courts key & lights issue – Gert Hormes of  52 Park Road 
attended the meeting to express dismay over the tennis court lights and 
illegal activity taking place on the courts.  Apparently the newly 
installed lights for nighttime playing are shining into his residence.  
Michael Rock responded a special truck is being secured that will 
enable Public Works to reposition the lights.  Gert also submitted 
photographs of empty liquor containers and blankets spread out over 
the courts.  He has notified the Police Department of these activities, 
who have removed the materials.  In response to these complaints and 
to increase security on the courts, staff is recommending that the Town 
check out a key to players, rather than sell a copy of the key to play 
after hours.  It is also recommended the courts be kept locked during 
the day, and the key be checked out from Town Hall during business 
hours, and from the Police Department after hours and on weekends.  
A photo ID or Driver’s License will be required as collateral for the 
key check out.  Night time playing will continue to cease at 9:00 p.m., 
which has been the policy for the past 15 months.   

 
ACTION ITEM:  PARC voted to adopt the recommendations 
from staff regarding tennis court key procedures, and re-visit the 
policy in six months to ensure it is working.  Signage will need to 
be posted on the courts to inform players of the new policy for 
accessing the courts.   
 
Minors will be not required to leave a photo ID in order to play on the 
courts, but will still need to check out a  key.  Michael Rock added a 
special key will be used that is difficult to duplicate.  There will also 
be a two hour limit imposed on tennis games, to ensure fair availability 
of the courts to all.  On a separate topic, Gert mentioned the signs 
requiring dogs be leashed in the parks have disappeared.  Michael will 
make sure they are replaced. 
 

3. Easter egg hunt – the egg hunt is slated for Saturday, April 7th from 
10-12 at Bolinas Park.  Maria has a student volunteer who will play the 
Easter bunny, and volunteers who will stuff the eggs.  Maria will once 
again secure James K for the music.  Face painting will be available 
for a fee, and the Bubble Man will hopefully make an appearance.  As 
in previous years, the smaller children, ages 3 and below, will get a 
head start, and have a separate area for the egg hunt.  The cut off age 
for participation in the egg hunt will be 8 years old.  PARC 
Commissioners and volunteers will arrive at 9:00 a.m. the day of the 
egg hunt to hide eggs in the park. 

Old Business 
 
 



1. Peri Park update- A spring cleaning will be scheduled for May. 
David indicated a higher volume of sand is required to fill in the park 
and the play areas.  Maria responded the $750 grant that was awarded 
by Playful City USA can be used towards sand and other playground 
equipment, such as rakes, shovels, and brooms.  Camille mentioned a 
new water fountain is also needed at Peri Park.  A new piece of 
equipment has arrived at Public Works that may be part of the slide 
feature.  The results of the playground inspection conducted last fall 
indicated there were a few deficiencies with equipment, such as the 
“trapper”.  These will be repaired. 
 

2. Artists-in-Residence update –The Jacked play netted $123.  The 
Good Earth provided a $500 donation, and Iron Springs sponsored a 
“Give Back Tuesday” dinner, whereby the proceeds went to the artists 
to support the play.  Additionally, a private individual donated $1,000.  
The artists are planning a Spring play in Peri Park entitled “Women A 
La Shakespeare”.  A summer play called “Loot”- a pirate musical will 
be held in Peri Park in the summer.  The artists are calling for kids to 
play the roles.  An unrelated issue is the Shoshana discovered the keys 
to the Pavilion kitchen area also unlock the upstairs closets, where 
lights and other expensive equipment on loan are stored.  She will talk 
to Tom at Public Works regarding changing the locks for the doors. 

 
3. Goals for 2012-  Elon suggested that we go around the room and share 

goals for this year.  The following contributions were made: 
 

• Pavilion clean-up – conduct in Spring.  Prepare laundry list of 
what needs to be done in the Pavilion-submitted by Sisi. 

• Improve Pavilion lobby-make photo exhibit of what the 
building is used for, and what it was used for in the past- 
submitted by Sisi, and previously submitted by Camille (the 
two of them will work together on a display, also using the 
Historical Society as a resource)  Improve lighting. 

• Sponsor PARC FUNraiser-hold a fundraiser to help raise funds 
for PARC-submitted by Sisi.  David Smadbeck offered the use 
of the Sleeping Lady Café as a venue for this event. 

• Hoe Down- Harvest Festival, submitted by Vicki ( a square 
dancing event to be held at the Pavilion) 

• Build pedestrian pathway from Pavilion to the ball field – 
submitted by David Smadbeck.  (Michael Rock announced 
grant funding has been applied for that may support this project 
in the future) 

• Increase rental revenues at the Pavilion by installing prep table, 
improving kitchen area – submitted by Camille. 

• Sponsor Irish Festival at Pavilion on October 19, 20, & 21st-
submitted by David Smadbeck. 



• Provide bathroom facility downtown for bicyclists-work with 
Public Works and Town Council on this –submitted by Elon 

• Bring gourmet food truck to Fairfax-submitted by Elon 
• Promote more youth activities in the Pavilion- submitted by 

Monty 
• Consider year round Farmer’s Market in the Pavilion-

submitted by Monty 
• Reach out to local schools- Manor Elementary and White Hill 

Middle School –promote FOCAS at back to school nights- 
submitted by Monty & Camille 

 
 

Committee Reports 
 

1. FOCAS Update – Camille introduced Anne Mannes, new FOCAS 
staff to PARC Commissioners.  Anne will be working on the logistics 
of classes, so Camille may concentrate more on promoting FOCAS to 
the community.  The winter crafts fair made $1300.  The summer 
camp grossed $9,000.  Camille has received an application for a 
springs crafts fair from Jessica Jacobsen, to be held at the Pavilion on 
April 28th.  FOCAS will receive 25-30% of all to proceeds from the 
fair.  Camille will work closely with Jessica, on organizing and 
promoting the event.  ACTION ITEM:  PARC made a motion to 
approve the Spring Crafts Fair. 
 

2. Fairfax Festival Committee update – Richard announced the first 
Festival Committee meeting will be held tomorrow, February 16th, at 
the Youth Center at 7:00 p.m.  The Festival will combine Ecofest with 
the main festival this year.  The goal is to keep the program solvent.  It 
will also look at new ways to doing things to save money.  For 
example, the program costs $3,000 to produce, but most of the interest 
is in who the bands are, not where exhibitors are located. 

   
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Next meeting scheduled for Monday, March 12th.  This 
meeting will begin at the Pavilion, so a walkthrough of the site may be conducted in 
preparation of another Pavilion clean-up day. 


