
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Monday, February 11, 2013 
7:00 p.m. 

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

Fairfax 
 

PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Elon Rosenfeld, Sisi Parry-Hansen, Richard 
Pedemonte;  Excused:  Monty Stephens, Vicki Burns.  Staff in attendance: Garrett Toy, 
Town Manager, Maria Baird, Community Resources Coordinator; Anne Mannes, 
FOCAS Coordinator  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The January minutes were approved with 
one minor change:  Richard announced that Flambo will not be able to play at the 
Brewfest.   
 

1. New Business 
 

1. Overview of PARC – PARC members introduced themselves, and 
highlighted their tenure on the Commission.  Elon distributed a hand 
out Maria had prepared outlining the function of the Parks & 
Recreation Commission.  Elon highlighted many of the PARC related 
events, such as ice skating, egg hunt, Fairfax Festival, Haunted Grove 
at Halloween, and others.  Elon also indicated that PARC has the 
authority to waive fees for building rentals, which was granted by the 
Town Council back in 2006.  Various groups approach PARC to 
sponsor their events, many of which are fundraisers for non-profit 
organizations.  Recently, PARC began charging a nominal fee of $200 
in order to consider applicants for sponsorship.  This has helped to 
recover some of the costs associated with events, particularly those 
that do not make a profit.  Additionally, PARC adopted a Public Art 
Policy that was put into place in 2007.  This policy outlines the steps 
required before public art can be exhibited in Town. The Artist-in-
Residence program was briefly described.  The artists are tasked with 
offering art to the community, either in the form of classes or events.  
This year, PARC will seek a new artist-in-residence, since the position 
has been held by Shoshana for the past 7 years.  Sam was added as a 
co-artist in 2008.  Maria will prepare a scope of work for PARC to 
review at the next meeting.  She will then prepare a Request for 
Proposals to be released to the artist community.  Once interviews 
have taken place and a candidate is selected, a contract will be entered 
into between the Town and the Artist.  The new contract will take 
effect on July 1, 2013, to coincide with the new fiscal year. 



2. Introduction of new Town Manager, Garrett Toy- Garrett 
announced he recently started as Town Manager on February 4th.  
Prior to that, he worked for the County of Marin for 8 months as the 
Administrative Services Manager for Community Development.  
Before that, he was the Director of Business Assistance & Housing 
Services for the City of Morgan Hill for 13 years, overseeing the 
City’s redevelopment and economic development programs, including 
affordable housing activities.  While at Morgan Hill, he oversaw the 
construction of a new community center, and an indoor recreation 
area.  He also worked for the City of Stockton’s Redevelopment 
Agency, and also for the City of Fairfield’s Department of Planning & 
Development, as well as the City of San Jose.  Garrett has a great deal 
of experience overseeing large budgets ranging from $40 million to 
$70 million.  He also worked closely with the business community in 
his previous employment as is the case for redevelopment agencies.  
Garrett holds a Master’s in Public Policy, and a Bachelor’s in Legal 
Studies from University of California, Berkeley. 

 
3. Easter Egg Hunt- Maria announced the egg hunt is set for 10:00 a.m. 

on Saturday, March 30th at Bolinas Park.  The bunny will be played by 
Olivia Sicroff, a senior at Drake High School.  She has reserved James 
K, a local folk musician, for entertainment following the hunt, from 
11-12.  She will also ask Tatiana, a local face painter, if she is 
interested in having a booth at the event.  Maria indicated the Chamber 
of Commerce will once again be conducting a “Hop the Shops” 
contest downtown following the event.  Student volunteers will be 
used to help stuff the eggs with candy the week prior to the egg hunt.  
Garrett added his daughters may be able to help with the egg stuffing. 

 
4. Brewfest  (March 16th from 1-5p.m.)– Maria presented Richard with 

the letter authorizing Town permission for the Chamber of Commerce 
to apply for an ABC license for the festival, along with the conditions 
imposed by the Fairfax Police Department.  She added that the 
Pavilion, site of the Brewfest, will need to be inspected by the Fire 
Marshall, Rob Bastianon, most likely on the day of the event.  Richard 
announced they normally sell 900 tickets for the Brewfest.  The event 
is the major fundraiser for the Chamber of Commerce.  Richard has 
submitted his PARC application, along with $275 required for the 
event.  Following the event, the Chamber will donate $500 of the 
proceeds to PARC.   

Old Business 
 

1. New Year’s Eve Ball- Sisi announced that the Artists-in-Residence 
were not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  They will give a full report 
at the March meeting.  Overall, the New Year’s Eve Ball lost 
approximately $100. 



Committee Reports 
 

1. Pavilion Renovation project- Garrett announced the Town is still waiting to 
hear from the State grant manager on what the $100,000 allocated towards the 
Pavilion upgrades can be used for.  Originally the money was designated 
towards replacing the floors, but may instead go towards providing a prep 
kitchen.  More information will follow as it becomes available. 
 

2. FOCAS Update – Anne announced she made a presentation before the Town 
Council at the January meeting on the FOCAS  program.  She requested that 
perhaps next time Measure I is on the ballot, FOCAS could be designated 
more funding than its current $18,000 annual budget. 

 
3. Peri Park Improvements – Maria announced she and Anne successfully 

completed the first round of a $20,000 grant application from KABOOM 
organization for playground equipment.  The next step will be to receive 
feedback from the grantor via a conference call, and then submit a final 
application on March 11th. 

 
Next Meeting:  set for Tuesday, March 12th, since some members are not able to 
meet that Monday.   The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   
 
 
 


