
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Monday, October 14, 2013 
7:00 p.m. 

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

 
PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Monty Stephens, Sisi Parry-Hansen, Richard 
Pedemonte.  Staff in attendance: Maria Baird, Community Resources Coordinator.  
Others in attendance:  Dirk Ooijkaas, Melanie Peratis, Claudia Tomaso, David 
Smadbeck, Matt Tasley, Artist-in-Residence.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The September minutes were approved.   
 

1. Public Forum-items not on the agenda 
Matt Tasley, Artist-in-Residence, has completed a 25 foot mural on canvass in the 
Pavilion loft.  He would like to host an art exhibit on Friday, November 8th, from 
6-9 p.m., and Saturday, November 9th, from 12 noon – 9 p.m. to show his work.  
The painting is entitled “The Inkwells”.  Monty Stephens inquired as to how he 
would advertise it; Matt replied he would get postcards made up with an image of 
the drawing.  Maria added it could also be put on the Town’s website.  Matt will 
provide refreshments for the event.  ACTION ITEM:  PARC voted to support 
the art show proposed by Matt in the Pavilion loft. 
 
Dirk Ooijkaas attended the meeting because he is interested in starting a 
gymnastics program in Fairfax.  He has over 30 years of experience in teaching 
gymnastics.  He is proposing a program at the Pavilion aimed at children 4-18 
years of age.  He would like to offer classes three days per week between the 
hours of 3:30-8 p.m..  Maria announced any programming would have to go 
through FOCAS, and that Anne Mannes would have to look at scheduling for the 
Pavilion.  Dirk has talked with Anne in the past.  Maria also added that currently 
the Pavilion is available on Tuesday nights; the other nights are booked with 
various classes.  Dirk suggested dividing up the room so that two activities could 
take simultaneously.  He has offered to provide the equipment necessary for 
gymnastics, such as mats & bars.  He would need storage space in the Pavilion 
however, so the equipment would not need to be moved in and out of the building.  
Monty Stephens suggested Dirk do some research as to how much space he would 
need for storage, and then follow up with PARC. 
 
Melanie Peratis came to the meeting to give an update on the gardening project 
that is taking place at the Women’s Club, and to introduce a new group that is 
starting, entitled the Fairfax Downtown Gardener’s Alliance.  The gardening 
project by Sustainable Fairfax has begun cleaning the area around the Women’s 
Club from the fence to the opening on the side.  The group will be shopping for 
plants this week.  A planting day will take place the last weekend of the month in 
October.  The Fairfax Gardener’s Alliance is a new group that will focus on 



downtown beautification, and is being sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce.  
It will involve mulching, landscaping, weeding, and power washing.  A big 
emphasis will be placed on the importance of on-going maintenance of projects, 
which has been an issue in the past.  Melanie requested a PARC member serve as 
a liaison to this group.  Richard Pedemonte offered to take on this role. 
 

2. New Business 
 
- Irish Festival- David Smadbeck announced the Fairfax Fleidh (new name) has a 
dozen venues, and 30 artists performing.  There will be a performance in the 
Women’s Club on Saturday, October 26th at 3:00 p.m.  There will no alcohol sold 
at this location, and it will be free to the public. In addition, there will only be 
acoustical music, with no amplification.  The event has been approved by the 
Public Works Department, and the Police Department.  ACTION ITEM:  PARC 
voted to support the Irish Fleidh and waive any fees for this event. 
 
-Halloween parade & festivities-David said the Chamber of Commerce is 
considering hiring a face painter and musician for this year’s Halloween parade.  
Sisi added that Terry Ciafrei is planning a haunted grove decoration in Bolinas 
Park.  Monty will show up in costume and help with the parade.  Richard will also 
be present to help with the traffic flow. 
 

3. Old Business 
 

-Vacancies on PARC –  
-Maria announced the three vacancies on PARC are being posted until October 
31st.  Sisi & Monty would both like to remain on the Commission.  Sisi has 
submitted her application for re-appointment, Monty will be submitting his as 
well, but is requesting a two year appointment, rather than the standard four year 
term.  Claudia Tomaso has also submitted an application for the open seat on 
PARC.  All three potential candidates will attend the November 6th Town Council 
meeting. 

 
4. Committee Reports 

 
-KaBOOM grant update – fundraising—Maria announced that the newly 
established Friends of Peri Park will meet on Monday, October 21st  at 7:30 p.m. 
to discuss fundraising to help raise the matching $10K for the playground set.  
Richard will serve as the PARC representative for this sub-committee. Following 
that, the group will tag their meetings onto the end of the PARC meetings for the 
remainder of the year.   

 
-Sub-committee to oversee Measure A (Marin Parks, Open Space and 
Farmland Preservation Transaction & Use Tax Ordinance)-Maria announced 
the Town is looking for two representatives from PARC to sit on this committee.  
Over $40,000 in Measure A revenue is being made available to the Town for the 
following purposes:  To maintain, restore, and /or renovate existing parks, 
preserves and recreational facilities; to construct new parks and recreational 



facilities of acquire parklands, and to engage in vegetation management to reduce 
wildfire risk, promote biodiversity or control invasive non-native weeds on 
private, municipal, or distinct lands.   The group will be a working committee to 
join with representatives from the Town Council and Open Space Committee to 
prepare a workplan for Council consideration.  Claudia commented that she 
would be interested in serving on this sub-committee, if she is appointed to Park 
& Rec.  PARC inquired as to whether they could appoint their own designee, 
Melanie Peratis. Maria will investigate as to whether this is an option. 
 

Next Meeting:  set for Monday, November 18th  at 6:00 p.m. at the Youth Center. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   


