
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Monday, August 11, 2014 
7:00 p.m. 

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

 
PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Richard Pedemonte, Sisi Parry-Hansen, Claudia 
Tamaso; Alexis Ardito, Youth Commissioner; Staff in attendance: Maria Baird, 
Community Resources Coordinator; Anne Mannes.  Others in attendance:  David 
Smadbeck, Anthony Loeb, Scott Porter, Jennifer Hammond, Sharon Kelly 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The May minutes were approved.   
 

1. New Business 
 

-Movie Night at the Women’s Club – Jennifer Hammond, Executive Director of 
Sustainable Fairfax, attended the meeting to propose film night at the Women’s 
Club.  The films began in 2013, when nine movies were shown.  In 2014, three 
films have been shown to date.  Most of the films address environmental topics. 
There are speakers following the film to lead discussion groups.   Jennifer 
submitted an application for consideration of sponsorship, thus waiving the 
building rental fees.  Admission is free, however, a donation of $5 is requested.  
The next film they would like to show is on September 12th, and the topic will be 
“Living in the Future:  Eco Villages by Julian Birnbaum.  In the future, they will 
be showing films every other month rather than monthly.  ACTION ITEM:  Sisi 
made a motion to approve the application requesting sponsorship of movie 
night at the Women’s Club; Claudia seconded, all PARC commissioners 
voted in favor of the item.     
   

2. Firefighters Retirement dinner at the Pavilion- Scott Porter of the Ross Valley 
Fire Service requested sponsorship of a retirement dinner planned for three 
outgoing fire personnel.  They would like to hold the dinner at the Pavilion 
because they are expecting a big crowd that cannot be accommodated by any of 
the local restaurants.  Scott completed an application for sponsorship by PARC, 
which was approved by the Public Works Department and the Police Department.  
The dinner is planned for November 22nd, and will be a barbeque. ACTION 
ITEM:  Richard made a motion to approve the dinner, and waive any fees 
associated with rental deposits and maintenance fees.  In addition, the 
requirement that the event be open to the public will be waived for this event. 
Sisi seconded the motion, all members voted to approve the item. 
 

3. Art Exhibit at Doc Edgar Park- Sharon Kelly, a local artist who resides in the 
Cascades, attended the meeting on behalf of this item.  She would like to conduct 
an art exhibit in October at this location.  She does not have a specific date in 
mind yet.  She is considering inviting other local artists to join her.  She has 



submitted an application requesting waiver of fees.  ACTION ITEM:   Claudia 
made a motion to approve the event, pending a specific date; Richard 
seconded.  All voted in favor of supporting such an event.    
 

Old Business 
 

1. Wine & Cheese tasting event- David brought up the issue that the Chamber 
of Commerce was also planning a wine stroll through the downtown shops the 
same weekend that PARC was considering hosting a wine & cheese tasting at 
the Women’s Club.  The Chamber offered to postpone their event so as not to 
interfere with PARC’s planned event.  After some discussion, it was decided 
that PARC would cancel their event for the time being, and join forces with 
the Chamber to help at their wine tasting.  David added that Bob Kopelman 
was spearheading this event for the Chamber, and a different winery would be 
serving at each location.  There will be a map of locations listing the 
participating shops.   
 

2. Fairfax Festival – Richard announced the festival had an issue with a pro-
Palestinian group that was expressing their opinions at the festival.  
Apparently some festival attendees were offended by their political views.  
Richard will check with the Town Council or the Town Attorney as how to 
handle this issue should it occur in the future.  He thinks it is a freedom of 
speech issue, and he may not be able to limit their participation in the festival.  

 
3. FOCAS Update – Anne announced she is working on the fall guide for 

FOCAS.   Camp Fairfax is going well in its second week; the first week was 
cancelled due to low enrollment.  The third and final week is sold out!   Anne 
is also working on a survey with a professional market researcher to determine 
what recreational interests the community has.  Anne & Maria are working 
with Talia Friedman on this project.  It will be piloted at the Ross Valley 
Seniors meeting in September.  The survey will also be distributed at the 
town-wide picnic in September.   

 
4. Artist-in-Residence- Anne & Maria announced there were two applicants for 

the new Artist-in-Resident position.  They were Rob Nye and Sawyer Rose.  
While both applicants were qualified, the panel, consisting of Anne, Maria & 
Claudia, thought that Sawyer Rose would offer greater opportunities to the 
community if chosen as Artist-in-Residence.  The preliminary panel therefore 
felt that Sawyer Rose would be the stronger of the two candidates.  The two 
applicants will be interviewed by the Town Council at the September 3rd 
meeting.   

 
5. Vacancy- Tony Loeb attended the meeting as a potential candidate to serve on 

PARC.   He was referred at the recent Town Council meeting, where he was a 
candidate for the Fair Housing Committee.  Tony is a psychotherapist and film 
maker who has recently moved to Fairfax from Oakhurst, Illinois.  He has 
lived in town for 4 months, and would like to get involved with the 
community.  PARC told Tony they would like to discuss his application as a 



group, and that Maria would get back to him with their final decision.  
Following Tony’s departure, PARC member felt reluctant to appoint someone 
to the Board who was not familiar with the organization.  They suggested 
Tony volunteer for some events, and then come back to PARC at a future 
meeting before being recommended for appointment by the Town Council. 

 
6. Upcoming items: Maria announced the town-wide picnic is on Sunday, 

September 14th, and that the Volunteer Board is in need of groups to run the 
bake sale and the lemonade stand.  Claudia & Sisi offered to staff the bake 
sale, and Alexis will check with her fellow students when Drake High School 
is back in session next week, to see if they want to sell lemonade.  Maria 
added that each group will be able to keep the proceeds they make at the 
picnic. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on 
September 8th at 7 p.m. 
 


