
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Monday, January 13, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

 
PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Elon Rosenfeld, Monty Stephens, Richard 
Pedemonte, Sisi Parry-Hanson.  Staff in attendance: Maria Baird, Community Resources 
Coordinator; Anne Mannes, FOCAS Coordinator, Camille Esposito, FOCAS Creative 
Coordinator.  Others in attendance:  Matt Tasley, Artist-in-Residence; David Smadbeck, 
Chamber of Commerce, Sterling Johnson, Patrice Hickox, Charlie Hickox, Donna Spitzer 
Rengel, Tatiana Jung, Talia Friedman, Hazel Tudryn   
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  The December minutes were approved.   
 
Public Forum – items not on the agenda 
 
Sterling Johnson, aka Bubble Man, attended the meeting to request use of either the 
Women’s Club or Pavilion to practice his bubble technique.  He is requested 2 hours per 
week of free time in either building.  He is flexible about the time factor, and will use tarp 
to protect the floor. Maria responded that the Women’s Club is used for the Town 
Council meetings, and she did not think it would be a good fit.  Anne replied the Pavilion 
would be available, and that perhaps Sterling could offer his “bubble services” in 
exchange at a PARC  sponsored family event.  Maria added perhaps a performance at the 
Easter egg hunt would be appropriate.   
 
Donna Spitzer Rengel attended the meeting on behalf of the Vaccaro family.  A benefit is 
being planned to raise money for Louie Vaccaro, who was seriously injured in a car 
accident on Christmas Eve and left paralyzed.  The money raised will go towards non-
medical needs, such as retrofitting their house to make it ADA accessible, and purchasing 
a van to accommodate a wheelchair lift.  The goals is to raise $100,000.  Diane Zellers is 
heading up the fundraising effort.  They are requesting the use of the Pavilion on a 
Sunday afternoon to hold a family oriented fundraiser.  Maria gave Donna an application 
for a PARC sponsorship.  Donna responded that as soon as a date is chosen, she will 
return the application.  ACTION ITEM:  PARC voted to support waiving the 
building rental fees for a fundraiser to support Vacarro’s recovery efforts; pending 
availability of the Pavilion. 
 

1. New Business 
 

-Memorial inscription in honor of Nancy Helmers –Patrice & Charlie Hickox 
attended the meeting to request the placement of a memorial structure on public 
land in Fairfax.  Nancy was a member of the Open Space Committee and passed 
away recently.  Nancy left her estate to the Nature Conservancy.  Patrice 
mentioned there is $2,000 available in a trust fund to use for the project.  They 



specifically do not want a bench.  Maria announced the garden at the Women’s 
Club is being re-done by Sustainable Fairfax, and perhaps an element there could 
be used with a memorial inscription.  Patrice added a birdhouse might be 
appropriate, since Nancy was a nature lover and member of the Audubon Society.  
David added there is a trail on Willow that is owned by Open Space, and perhaps 
there could be a dedication to Nancy’s life at that location.  Patrice will contact 
Mimi Newton of the Open Space Committee for further information.  Maria 
supplied the Hickox couple with a copy of PARC’s policy on memorial plaques. 
   

2. Future Joint Meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, Sustainable Fairfax, 
& Volunteer Board- to discuss collaborative projects & events.  David 
Smadbeck spoke on this issue.  He would like to set up a future meeting of the 
four entities to discuss collaborative projects such as the Women’s Club garden, 
downtown beautification project, volunteerism banner, and volunteerism 
campaign.  He suggested this group meet twice a year.  A proposed date of March 
31st was suggested for this meeting.  It will be held at the Youth Center. 
 

3. Workplan for 2014- Goals & Objectives - This item was postponed until the 
February meeting, in the interest of time.  Maria suggested bringing specific goals 
and objectives to the next meeting and then a discussion on PARC’s mission 
statement can follow.   
 

4. Fee Structure for Town Buildings -Anne has recommended that PARC consider 
an increase to the youth rate of the Pavilion, as it is currently low.  Elon brought 
information from the City of San Rafael on rental fees charged for building 
rentals.  Aside from the youth rate, the remaining fees were comparable.  
ACTION ITEM:  PARC recommended the youth rate be increased from $25 
per hour to $50 per hour.  This would apply to all the buildings.  Maria 
suggested perhaps a non-refundable cleaning fee could be charged independent of 
the security deposit and maintenance fee, and that funding could be applied 
towards a building monitor that would work at special events.  PARC decided not 
to endorse this at this time, since they were worried that renters would not clean 
up the building following an event if this fee was charged.  Anne added that she 
would be making a presentation to the Town Council in February on FOCAS, and 
she would include this information in her proposal.  Ultimately, the Town Council 
must approve the rate increase before it can take effect. 
 

5. Committee Reports-FOCAS Update 
 
-Friends of Peri Park Sub-committee meeting 
 
-Anne announced the representative from Miracle Recreation Play Systems had to 
cancel his appearance at the meeting due to his child’s illness.  He will come 
instead on Wednesday, January 15th and meet with representatives from the 
committee at Peri Park.  Anne also mentioned nearly all the matching funds for 
the grant have been raised.  She would like to continue her fundraising, in an 
effort to bring in more money towards the playground improvements.  She 
distributed a handout featuring the play structures that are on the “wish list” for 



purchase with grant funds.  After mulling over the choices, the committee decided 
to forgo the mushroom steppers. The remaining proposed park structures include 
climbing acorns, floating frogs, a lumber camp bench, and a mud puddle water 
feature.   Anne followed up with an announcement that a “Take Back Tuesday” 
will be held at Iron Springs Brewery on Monday, February 18th for future Peri 
Park fundraising.   
 

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 10th at 6:00 p.m. in Youth Center.  Friends of 
Peri Park meeting to follow at 7:30 p.m.  


