
Town of Fairfax 
 

Minutes of  
Fairfax Parks and Recreation Commission  

Monday, November 14, 2016 
7:00 p.m.  

Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

 
PARC Commissioners in attendance:   Richard Pedemonte, Monty Stephens, Sam Parry, 
Sisi Parry-Hanson, Lisa Taylor.  Staff in attendance:  Garrett Toy, Town Manager, Anne 
Mannes, Recreation & Community Services Manager, Programming, Maria Baird, 
Recreation & Community Services Manager, Events. Others in attendance:  Mayor Renee 
Goddard, Cristian Ellauri, Jody Timms, Ed Tilton, Kathy Flores, Michele Simonson, Gert 
Hormes. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The October minutes were approved.    

 
New Business 

 
1. Consideration of application for Winter Sol Nest event-Cristian Ellauri 

attended the meeting to request sponsorship of a winter solstice event he would 
like to hold at the Pavilion on Saturday, December 17th from 6:30-10:30 p.m.  He 
has a local herbal tea company, Key Tea.  He will charge $10-$20 sliding fee per 
person.  Maria noted that Crisitan submitted his $200 application fee to the Town.  
Maria added that the application was approved by the Public Works and Police 
Department.  The event will include music, massage, inter-active art component, 
and drinking tea.  The music will be performed by Lauren Arrow, folk musician, 
and Vlad Cardema, drummer.  The event will provide an opportunity for people to 
express themselves through theater performance on stage, circle time, art projects, 
and other healing activities.  Crisitian will promote the event via social media and 
posters throughout Town.  Richard offered use of the Chamber’s bulletin board 
downtown.  ACTION ITEM:  Sam made a motion to approve and support 
the Winter Sol Nest event, Richard seconded.  All commissioners voted in 
favor of supporting the event.   
 

2. Bicycle Pump Track-Mayor Renee Goddard opened the discussion on the bike 
pump track.  She explained how initially she thought Peri Park was a good 
location, since it was adjacent to the Youth Center, Peri Park playground, the 
basketball courts, and the tennis courts.  Following the public outcry at the 
proposal of putting a bicycle pump track at this location, staff, PARC, and the 
Town Council decided it would be best to explore other locations for a potential 
bike pump track.  These will include Deer Park, which is owned by the Marin 
Municipal Water District (MMWD), as well as a space behind the fence along the 
ball field, under the scoreboard.  A report on these alternate locations will become 
available in Spring of 2017.  ACTION ITEM:  Sam made a motion for PARC 
to withdraw the Peri Park site for the bicycle pump track and explore other 



possible locations; Sisi seconded.  All commissioners voted in favor of the 
motion.  
 

3. Report on Chamber sponsored benches & senior corridor –Maria announced 
that Dean Stubbings of Madera Furniture was commissioned to build four benches 
using Measure A funds.   After a sub-committee consisting of Maria and Denny 
Ferry walked the Center Blvd. corridor, they identified 4 potential spots for the 
bench.  Two of the benches were installed, near Beach House Style.  The spots for 
the other two were not pursued because the businesses at those locations (Fairfax 
Theater and Siam Lotus) were opposed to having benches in front of their 
business.  The two remaining benches replaced dilapidated benches at School 
Street Plaza, and in front of Casa Manana, property of the Chamber of Commerce.  
The Chamber voted to reimburse the Town for the cost of one of the benches at 
$500.  Jody and Sisi will pursue the installation of two more benches for seniors, 
either along Center Blvd., or perhaps Sir Francis Drake Blvd.   
 

4. Artist-in-Residence (AIR) position– Renee opened the discussion on this item.  
She stated that when the Town Council interviewed the three candidates 
recommended by the interview panel (Lisa, Anne & Maria), they were struggling 
whether it was right to just appoint one person to the position, and entertained the 
thought of a collaborative approach involving choosing all three.  After meeting 
with staff, it was decided it would not be fair to change the description of the AIR 
position mid-process, so rather they will choose one candidate at the December 
meeting.  However, the idea of creating a more collaborative artist community 
will be considered by PARC and the AIR over the next two years, to see how it 
can be expanded.  Some possible scenarios include giving more depth and 
responsibility to the AIR, so they can grow the art program in Fairfax.  Sam added 
that as previous AIR for 7 years, the space in the Pavilion is large enough for 
more than one person; however how different individuals can work together may 
still be a challenge.  ACTION ITEM:  The current solution will be to appoint 
one person at the December Council meeting, and work with PARC and the 
artist in the future to expand the program.     
 

5. Public Art Display at Parkade- Maria noted that Scott Gibbons requested 
assistance in planning a ribbon cutting ceremony for his artwork at the Parkade on 
Thursday, November 17th at 1:00 p.m.  He has solicited donations from Good 
Earth, Fradelizio’s & the Scoop ice cream shop.  There will also be acoustical 
music.  Maria has sent out a press release to the media, Town Council, town staff, 
and other Boards & Commissions.  ACTION ITEM:  Monty made a motion to 
support this press conference; all other Commissioners voted in support of 
the event. 
 

Old Business-  
 

1. Mural in the Pavilion-Sam requested to paint another mural in the Pavilion, on 
the other side of Anne’s office.  Garrett stated that this area is going to have 
cushioned padding attached to it, to prevent kids from running into the wall as 
they are playing ball. 



 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.    The next meeting will be on December 5th.  
Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Youth Center.  Items on the agenda will 
include consideration of a water fountain at the Women’s Club in memory of 
Patrick Troup, proposed by his family.  The holiday dinner will follow at 7:00 p.m; 
location to be determined.    
 
. 
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