
Minutes 
Volunteer Program Advisory Board 

January 27, 2014 
Youth Center 
16 Park Road 

  
Mission Statement:  “To foster goodwill and community spirit in Fairfax through volunteer 
activities.” 

 
Members in attendance:  Holly Bragman, Helen Fauss, Anya Schandler, Maryann O’Sullivan, 
Ted Pugh, Mark Solomons.  Staff in attendance:  Maria Baird, Community Resources 
Coordinator; Council Member John Reed.  Others in attendance:  John Hurley, Zach Laurie, 
Roots To Branches 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  The minutes of the December 17th meeting were 
approved.   
 

1. Reports 
 

• Chair – Holly requested that Maria prepare a letter requesting donations of paper 
bags from local supermarkets for the Food Bank 
 

• Treasurer- Mark reported there was a balance of $3,063.06 in the Volunteers 
checking account. 

 
• Coordinator – Maria announced that PARC is sponsoring a fundraising benefit 

for Louie Vaccaro at the Pavilion on March 22nd.   
 

• Discussion – John Hurley attended the meeting on behalf of the Marin Medical 
Reserve Corps.  He is the new director of the group, and is a nursing student 
residing in Fairfax.  The Marin Medical Reserve Corps is a volunteer group of 
medical professionals that was activated after 9/11, under the Department of 
Homeland Security.  The purpose of the group is to provide assistance to residents 
in the event of a disaster when medical personnel cannot reach those in need.  
John added there are 400 members, of which 80 to 100 are active.  John Reed 
mentioned there will be a Disaster Fair held at the Pavilion in October 2014. 

 
Public Forum – Items not on agenda 
 

Helen distributed copies of the City of San Rafael’s Ordinance on Vegetation 
Management Standards for “Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) (see attached), 
which is quite detailed.  She pointed out that Fairfax’s similar “Abatement of Fire 
Hazards Associated with Flammable Vegetation and Other Materials” is brief in 
comparison.  John Reed added that the new fire chief will begin on February 24th, 
and wildfire prevention will be a top priority.  Helen expressed concern that the 
town is at serious risk for wildfire, considering the low moisture content, and 



heavy brush that has accumulated in the hillsides.  She would like for the Fire 
Safety Committee to emphasize the following:  public education on brush clearing 
and defensible space; increased availability of chipper days, and publicity on 
evacuation routes should streets become clogged with vehicular traffic.  Maryann 
suggested that this information be put on the Volunteers website.  It was noted 
that a strong commitment is needed from the Fire Department to assist with the 
public education and enforcement effort.  Maria suggested the film “Marin on 
Fire” could be shown at the Women’s Club as a Friday film night.  It was also 
recommended that student volunteers could distribute public education materials 
to the hillside residents. 

 
2. New Business 

 
a) Collaborative opportunities- Zach Laurie of Roots To Branches attended the 

meeting as a follow-up.  At previous meetings, it was suggested that youth from 
the program could help with volunteer projects, such as brush clearing & trail 
marking.   Zach indicated that the purpose of his organization is to help non-profit 
organizations with projects they may identify.   He would target high school 
students for these projects.  Perhaps the projects could be incorporated into the 
curriculum of coursework.  Anya suggested the teens could perhaps go door-to-
door, to assist with the neighborhood groups projects.  Mark indicated Mia Andler 
will show the film “Play Again” in the Women’s Club on Friday, January 30th.  
He thought it would be appropriate for a teen-age audience.  Zach offered to send 
the teens that show up this coming Friday to the teen club to the movie showing.   
 

b) Joint Meeting with Chamber of Commerce- Maria announced that a tentative 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 31st at the Community Center.  This 
meeting will be comprised of representatives from the Volunteer Board, Park & 
Rec, Sustainable Fairfax, and the Chamber of Commerce.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss joint projects, including the volunteerism outreach 
campaign, which includes a banner across Sir Francis Drake Blvd., and the 
www.eventsvolunteer.com website; sustainable garden at the Women’s Club, and 
the downtown beautification program.   Holly added she and David had met with 
Carol Maley on the website.  Holly also suggested the volunteers put an insert in 
the Marin Sanitary garbage bill to promote the volunteerism campaign. 

 
c) Projects for 2014 – Events & Dates- Maryann requested the Board determine 

upcoming dates of events in order to publicize them on eventsvolunteer.com.  The 
following dates were secured for upcoming events:  Fairfax Festival- Ecofest – 
June 14 & 15th, Town-wide picnic – September 14th, Holiday Caroling – 
December 14th.  A suggested date for the Passover Seder is Saturday, April 18th.  
Mark added he would like to follow up with Mia Andler regarding a combined 
creek walk & clean-up for the months of March & April.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Monday, 
February 24th  at 6:30 p.m. 


